
Richer School PTO 

Meeting Minutes – December 5, 2017 

 

 
 

PTO Board Members: Kris Mikula & Stacy Reynolds, co-presidents 

              Alison Gontarz, vice-president 

              Jennifer Byrne, treasurer 

              Patty Saman, secretary 

                                         Kate Haywood, volunteer coordinator 

 

 
 

Attendance: Amy Sinni, Stephanie Dion, Christopher Dame, Maryellen Klusacek, Mike Klusacek, Ana 

Silva, Cheryl Crowley, Marissa Kane, Lynne Doherty, Theresa Corielo, Lisa Richards, Lucinette, Rosa, 

Paula Guz, Kris Mikula, Stacy Reynolds, Alison Gontarz, Jen Byrne, Patty Saman, Kate Haywood and 

Principal Skaza  

 

 
● Fundraisers: Genevieves/Mrs. Fields/ Soup Warming (given by Kris Mikula) did very well in 

regards to raising money. Mrs. Fields/Soup will be delivered next Tuesday, December 12th. Info 

on this will be coming in backpack mail. Spirit Day will be occurring every month. It’s a 

fundraising event to raise money for different events. Pjammin Day was a huge success. The 

school raised $800 for childhood cancer. Amazon Smile is another way to help raise money for 

the PTO. Every time you buy something on Amazon Smile, we get a percentage. Very easy. Next 

Spirit Day will be the last day before vacation. Everyone can wear a comfy sweater and donate 

gloves, mittens, hats and socks for needy families. There will be a donation box at the front 

when everyone comes in. Still figuring out best way to donate either through a local shelter or 

to Richer families that might need some extra help. If anyone has any ideas please let the PTO 

know. The Boosterthon is another fundraiser. It is the first year that the Richer School is doing 

this. It’s a 7-day program in which at every lunch there will be a prep rally and every day is based 

on a different character. It will be in the dark so every kid will get a glo-stick to run laps with. Still 

looking for businesses to sponsor so that every kid and hopefully the staff can get a t-shirt. If 

anyone knows any businesses or has any ideas please let us know. Every business that sponsors 

gets a spot on the t-shirt to advertise. The deadline is Dec 31st since we need to order the shirts 

by Jan. 11th. The fun run is on March 5th. Another $1500 is needed. Families can also donate and 

if they donate $100 they get their name on the t-shirt also. 

● Upcoming Events: READ (given by Alison Gontarz) is a free book fair that we do twice a year. 

Every class comes down and gets to pick a book for free. Looking for volunteers to help the kids 

look for a book. No cash is exchanged. The hours for this event is Monday, Dec 11th and Tuesday, 

Dec 12th from 9-2. The Winter Dance (given by Stacy Reynolds) is on Feb 2nd. This is the 3rd year 

it is happening. It has a DJ, raffles and a photo booth and the kids have a lot of fun. Looking for 



volunteers to join a committee to help with the theme, decorations and picking up the raffles. 

Also need volunteers for that night setting up, helping with the bake sale, the photo booth and 

tickets. 

● Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities:  A Cultural Arts Committee (given by Alison Gontarz) is 

needed to help with the Cultural Arts events that occur throughout the year. There are 2 per 

grade and it is a lot of work for just one person to do. Hoping to have one parent per grade to 

send e-mails and organize the event for that grade. The bulk of the work is August and 

September and it can be done at home so parents who work can volunteer this way. Each grade 

has 2 events: Kindergarten: puppet and music 1st grade: Discovery Science Museum comes to 

the school and Science Bug 2nd grade: sled dogs and science bug. 3rd grade: someone from 

Plimouth Plantation comes to the school and Science Bug 4th grade: has an author come to visit 

and every kid gets a free book and Science Bug. The whole school also does jump rope guy. All 

of these programs are tied into the curriculum. Thinking of adding an anti-bullying program for 

next year. If anyone knows of any other programs please let us know.  

● Other Info: Bricks 4 Kids (given by Kris Mikula) is an after-school enrichment program. The PTO 

tried to have them come in the fall. They postponed once and then they cancelled. The PTO 

apologize to all the parents who signed up. One of the other Marlboro schools is also having 

problems with them. The PTO is looking for any other ideas. It was brought up about Young 

Rembrandt’s art program. Kids read a book and then draw a picture pertaining to the book. 

Another idea is Robotics Lego in which an e-mail has been sent out already. Ideas: At the end of 

the year we get many suggestions of things to do. But we start planning for the next year in 

January so we need to know as soon as possible. So, if anyone has any ideas please send us an e-

mail. Scrip (given by Marissa Kane) ends on Friday, December 8th. Holidays make the most 

money. There will be no more Scrip for the rest of the year. Volunteering (given by Stacy 

Reynolds) for an event or for a bake sale gets your name entered into a bigger raffle that will be 

drawn at the end of the school year. The more you volunteer the more your name is entered.  

● Financial Report: by Jen Byrne. The 3 fundraisers we have had so far, we have made $8,215. The 

cultural arts we paid out so far is $2,256. There is $5,854 pending and $1,189 was paid to Julie 

Berry the author and for the books for fourth graders. So, it is pretty even with what is coming in 

and out. 

● Dr. Skaza: Financing: The PTO helped the school with financing the teacher and staff gifts. Not 

only with ideas but with purchasing those gifts. So, thank you. Last year the PTO also funded the 

Christmas mugs that the teachers and staff got before the holidays. The school is devastated 

with the passing of Yadiel Familia. It hit Dr. Skaza especially hard. Thank you to everyone for 

their patience and understanding when the info came out and a lot couldn’t be told due to the 

family’s privacy. The Richer School is not only keeping him in our hearts but will be looking to 

memorialize him in school in the early spring. It will be something uplifting for the school 

community to participate in. It was very touching how everyone pulled together and supported 

each other. Involvement: A big thank to the PTO and everyone who comes to the meetings each 

month. Dr. Skaza was looking to have the school have more involvement and we have achieved 

that. Traditional Events: The school is looking to replace some events with other events. Jump 

Rope Guy has been coming to the school for over a decade and some of the field trips have been 



going to the same place for 15 years. We are looking to add in an anti-bullying event instead of 

the Jump Rope Guy. 

● Winner of this month’s Raffle: Maryellen Klusacek 

 

Note Taker: Patty Saman 

  

 


